
Grassland School
Box 57

Grassland, AB T0A 1V0
Phone: (780) 525-3733

Fax: (780) 525-3750
Email: grassland@aspenview.org

RE: Welcome Back 2021-2022 School Year!

Aug 22, 2021

Dear Families and Students of Grassland Community School,

As we start a new school year I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone over the past
year. Your dedication and grit during a historical year of school did not go unnoticed. I hope that
everyone had a wonderful and restful summer and that all of you are as excited about coming
back to school as I know I am.

With that being said, I would like to tell you a few things about this school year. There is a
relaxation of some restrictions from last year that have changed. Here is the list:

1. Masks are strongly recommended and will be supported if you would like to wear one,
however they will be NOT mandatory.

2. Masking will be required on the bus for students K-12 and staff.
3. Microwaves will be back in use. Students will be asked to sanitize in between use and

sanitation supplies will be available.
4. Water bottles will be required at school. There are only bottle filling stations at the

school. If you require a water bottle, these can be purchased through the school for a
fee.

5. After school activities will resume and will start gradually.
6. Cohorts are not required this year.
7. Field trips within the province will be permitted.
8. Assemblies will resume and will start gradually.
9. Volunteers will be allowed in the school under the guidance and supervision of the

school administration.



10. Parents will be permitted to come into the school to drop their child off, however we
encourage parents not to linger in the halls as we would like students to get back to
work.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and I look forward to seeing everyone this year.

Sincerely,

Stacey Kanarek

Principal
Grassland Community School
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Welcome Back!

Aspen View Public Schools is excited to welcome our students and families back for an exciting

and engaging year of in-person learning.

Government of Alberta guidelines
In August 2021, the Government of Alberta released an updated 2021-22 School Year Plan and

2021-22 Parent Guide, focused on a normal return to school with in-class learning for the

majority of students. A companion document, Guidance for Respiratory Illness Prevention and

Management in Schools, outlines good health practices that schools will use to reduce the

spread of COVID-19 and other respiratory illnesses. We encourage families to familiarize

themselves with all three documents.

The 2021-22 School Year Plan is based upon the recovery phase, reflecting a corresponding shift

from mandatory health measures to recommended best health practices. These include:

● Promoting and facilitating hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette; within Aspen View,

hand hygiene stations will remain in place within all schools, and staff will continue to

educate, promote and provide opportunities for students to practice good hand hygiene

and respiratory etiquette.

● Staying home when sick; Aspen View will continue to encourage both students and staff

to stay home when they feel unwell, and any students or staff displaying core COVID-19

symptoms while at school will be sent home.

● Maintaining ventilation; air circulation (HVAC) systems within all Aspen View schools

have been thoroughly inspected and cleaned, with regular maintenance schedules in

place. Schools are also encouraged to open windows and doors, and engage in outdoor

activities when weather permits.

● Ensuring regular cleaning and disinfection of high traffic/touch areas; additional

custodial time within Aspen View schools has been maintained into the 2021-22 school

year.

Within the context of safely getting back to normal, public health measures in place during the

2020-21 school year have been eased or removed altogether. These include:

● Elimination of the requirement for students and staff to wear masks in schools. Aspen

View Public Schools strongly recommends that staff and students, particularly those in

Pre-K to Grade 6, wear masks while in school. However, students/families and staff have

the choice to wear a mask in school, and their decision will be supported and respected.

○ Note: Masking is mandatory for all staff and students while on school buses.

● No longer recommending all students and school staff to remain in strict cohorts.
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● No longer identifying or following up with individual close contacts of confirmed

COVID-19 cases, and no quarantine requirements for close contacts; everyone is asked

to monitor for symptoms, and stay home and get tested if they feel unwell.

Aspen View Public Schools guidelines
To the largest extent, the Aspen View Public Schools 2021-22 Return to School Plan mirrors the

direction provided through the Government of Alberta 2021-22 School Year Plan. However,

school authorities have the ability to put in place local measures that may exceed provincial

guidance. Aspen View Public Schools has opted, in some circumstances noted within this

document, for a more gradual easing of public health measures, based on best practices. As

well, school administrators have been directed to carefully assess the reintroduction of

certain activities based on best practices. As a result, certain activities may be phased in

gradually as the 2021-22 school year unfolds. Each school will share information on any

measures specific to their school, by no later than August 25, 2021. These measures will

continue to be re-evaluated as the year progresses.

Aspen View Public Schools has heard from many families that they look forward to a return to a

normal school experience without the restrictions and interruptions that occurred during

2020-21. We have also heard concern expressed by many families about the continued threat

posed by COVID-19. We believe the Aspen View Public Schools 2021-22 Return to School Plan

strikes a thoughtful balance that provides exceptional learning opportunities while safeguarding

the health and safety of students, staff, families and communities.

Neil O’Shea Candy Nikipelo

Superintendent Chair, Board of Trustees

Aspen View Public Schools Aspen View Public Schools
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School Preparation for Students’ Return

Aspen View Public Schools is maintaining a number of measures to protect the health and

safety of students and staff while at school, including:

● All school facilities have received a thorough ‘deep’ clean. Cleaning and disinfecting of

high-touch areas and shared equipment, both inside and outside of classrooms,

continues to be done frequently. Air circulation (HVAC) systems within all Aspen View

schools have been thoroughly inspected and cleaned, with regular maintenance

schedules in place.

● Hand hygiene stations

remain at key locations

within schools, including

entrances and exits,

classroom doors, and near

high-touch areas such as

vending machines and other

high-traffic areas. Signage

remains in place throughout

the school promoting

proper hand hygiene and

respiratory etiquette. Staff

will continue to educate,

promote and provide opportunities for students to practice good hand hygiene practices

and respiratory etiquette.

● Schools will continue to encourage physical distancing.

● Some schools may stagger dismissal times.

● Some schools may designate specific doors as entrance/exit doors.
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Before You Come to School
Daily Self-Screening Practices
Each day before your child leaves for school,

ask how they are feeling. You should use the

Alberta Health Daily Checklist. If your child

has new signs of illness or symptoms, the

Alberta Health Daily Checklist will help

determine how long your child should stay

home from school, and whether you should

use the AHS Online Assessment Tool or call

Health Link 811 to arrange for testing.

Visitors will also use the Alberta Health Daily Checklist to determine if they may enter a school.

If a student or staff member has any of the following core COVID-19 symptoms (new, or

worsening and not related to other known causes), they are required to isolate for 10 days

from onset of symptoms, or until they receive a negative COVID-19 test result, as per

provincial guidelines:

● Fever

● Cough

● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

● Loss of sense of smell or taste

● Sore throat (adults only)

● Runny nose (adults only)

General Public Health Etiquette
Students and staff will be encouraged at all times to observe general public health etiquette,

including:

● Frequent hand hygiene

● Good respiratory etiquette: sneezing into the elbow or a tissue, discarding tissues

immediately into a lined bin, and washing your hands before you touch anything else.

● Aspen View Public Schools strongly recommends wearing masks in school; however,

students/families and staff have the choice to wear a mask in school, and their decision

will be supported and respected.

● Physical distancing or maintaining spacing is not required, however, schools will

encourage it.

Pre-Existing Medical Conditions
Please communicate with school administration if your child has a pre-existing medical

condition that may present symptoms similar to COVID-19.
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Masks
As directed by the Government of Alberta,

masks are required for all students and staff

on school buses.

Aspen View Public Schools strongly

recommends that staff and students,

particularly those in Pre-K to Grade 6, wear

masks while in school. However,

students/families and staff have the choice

to wear a mask in school, and their decision

will be supported and respected.

Masks may be recommended by Alberta Health Services for a short period if there is a

respiratory illness outbreak in a school.
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Vaccination
Vaccination is an effective means of

protecting students, staff, families and

communities from COVID-19, and it is an

important part of the strategy to lift

health restrictions and safely return to

normal.

Everyone born in 2009 or earlier is

eligible to get their first and second

doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. Two

doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have

been shown to be very protective

against infection. By fall 2021, the majority of individuals in this age group will have had the

opportunity to be fully vaccinated; this is expected to significantly reduce the operational

impacts to schools.

COVID-19 immunization clinics are being planned for Grades 7-12 in schools throughout the

province. These clinics are expected to be held between early September and mid-October

2021. Aspen View Public Schools will be working collaboratively with Alberta Health Services

and Alberta Education to ensure our students have access to this support.

Students under 18 will not be vaccinated in schools without parent/guardian consent.

We encourage families not to wait to have eligible students immunized at school. The more

students who are vaccinated, the higher the likelihood of a successful school year with minimal

interruptions.

The decision to be vaccinated is a personal choice. In accordance with Alberta’s privacy

legislation, everyone must respect the health privacy of students and staff, including their

vaccination status.
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Traveling To and From School
The decision to access school bus service is entirely at the discretion of parents/guardians.

If your child will be taking the bus, measures are being taken to protect the health and safety of

all passengers and the driver. These include:

• All students (all ages) and staff must wear masks while on the bus.

• Bus drivers are required to wear masks while on the bus.

• Bus drivers and students should monitor for symptoms every day and stay home if they feel

unwell. They can use the Alberta Health Daily Checklist.

• Hand hygiene should be performed before getting on the school bus.

• Increased cleaning and disinfecting of high touch surfaces is being maintained into the

2021-22 school year. Buses will also be disinfected after each run.

• It is important that students continue to abide by the rules for riding the bus.

• All waste items should be kept with the student and disposed of at home or at school;

waste items should not be discarded on the bus.

• Students will be assigned seats. Remaining in assigned seats is mandatory; no deviations

are permitted.

• Guest rider services will not be available until registration of full-time riders is complete

(usually late September-mid October). An Occasional Student Transportation Request

form must be submitted by the parent at least 24 hours prior to the required

transportation for approval by the Transportation Coordinator.
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If a Student Shows Symptoms on the Bus
● If possible, the student will be moved to a separate seat on the bus, away from other

students.

● Upon arrival at the school, the driver will inform school administration immediately so

that the student can be isolated.

● The school will contact the parent/guardian or emergency contact person to pick up the

student immediately.
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School Operations
Arrival at School

● During each school’s Staggered Entry period (August 30 & 31, 2021, or designated dates

for Great Beginnings/Kindergarten students) parents/guardians are welcome to pick up

and/or drop off their child at their classroom. Starting September 1, 2021, pick up and

drop off of students will take place outside the school, facilitated by school staff.

● Some schools may designate specific doors as entrance/exit doors.

● For safety and security, some schools may lock entrances during operating hours. Please

refer to individual school Return to School Plans for specific information.

● All staff and students are expected to perform hand hygiene upon entering the building

and their classroom.

● Lockers will be available to students.

Masking
● Aspen View Public Schools strongly recommends that staff and students, particularly

those in Pre-K to Grade 6, wear masks while in school. However, students/families and

staff have the choice to wear a mask in school, and their decision will be supported and

respected.

Physical Distancing
● Physical distancing will be encouraged during the 2021-22 school year.

Cohorts
● Cohorting is not required for the 2021-22 school year. Alberta Health Services may

recommend cohorting for a short period if there is a respiratory illness outbreak in a

school.

Shared School Spaces
● Libraries, gymnasiums, foyers and common areas are available for use as directed by

school administration.

● Playgrounds remain open for student use.

Washrooms
● Regular washroom access is maintained for students. Signage will be posted about

proper hand hygiene. Regular cleaning of washrooms throughout the school day will be

maintained.

Lunch
● Schools may stagger students’ lunch times.

● Common areas may be used for eating but must be cleaned after each use.

● Good hand hygiene before and after eating is expected.
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● Schools may make microwaves available for student use. Please refer to individual

school Return to School Plans for specific information.

● Volunteers and other partners approved for helping to prepare and deliver school

nutrition programs will be allowed into school buildings to deliver the program, subject

to self-screening protocols.

Cafeteria/Food Services
● Cafeteria/Food Services operators will follow all Alberta Health Services guidance.

● Any areas used for eating will be cleaned after each use.

Water Filling Stations
● All water fountains have been replaced with water bottle

filling stations. Students and staff are encouraged to bring

their own water bottle each and every day. Sinks and water

refilling stations can be used to fill personal water bottles.

Visitors/Parents/Volunteers
● Volunteers will be reintroduced gradually as needed as the

school year progresses, as determined by school

administration.

● All visitors must sign in at the school office upon arrival.

● Before entering the school, visitors must use the Alberta

Health Daily Checklist posted at the school entrance. Any

visitor who answers YES to any of the questions will not be

admitted into the school.

● A record of all visitors admitted to the school will be

maintained.

Assemblies and Special Events
● Indoor large gatherings such as assemblies, whole grade, or whole school groupings will

be reintroduced gradually at the discretion of school administration. This includes events

such as performances, book fairs, guest speakers, school dances, in-person

meet-the-teacher events, group fundraisers, etc.

Field Trips
● International field trips remain suspended for the 2021-22 school year.

● Field trips within Alberta are permitted, and will follow the health restrictions directed

by the host.

● If a field trip requires use of a bus, all passengers must be masked while on the bus.
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Extracurricular Activities (including Athletics)
● Extracurricular activities, including athletics, will be reintroduced gradually, at the

discretion of school administration.

Graduations
● Schools may begin to plan graduation

celebrations for the Class of 2022.

Community Use of School Facilities
● Community use of school facilities is able to

resume, as arranged with school administration.
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Mental Health
Welcoming and safe school environments that

encourage relationships and routines are vital to

successful school experiences. Aspen View Public

Schools administrators, teachers and support staff

recognize the importance of reconnecting with our

students to facilitate a positive relaunch to school in fall

2021.

● School Counsellors, Student Services

Consultants and Family School Liaison staff will

continue to be available at all Aspen View

schools.

● A division Wellness Line and/or email will be available to Aspen View students and

families from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m, Monday through Friday on regular instructional days.

● A comprehensive listing of mental health resources is included within the Government

of Alberta 2021-22 School Year Plan.
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If a Student Shows Symptoms at School
If a student develops symptoms of illness at school, the

school will contact parents/guardians to pick up the

student. Schools will have a separate area for students to

wait until they can go home. Students will be given a

mask if they begin developing new symptoms (like a

cough, fever, runny nose or sore throat) while they wait

to go home.

● Parents should ensure the school has their most

up-to-date contact information.

If There Is a COVID-19 Case at School
● AHS Public Health will not inform school

authorities of individual cases of COVID-19 within

the school setting.

● School authorities are not required to contact

AHS to report student or staff cases.

● Staff, students or parents/guardians may choose to notify school administrators of a

positive COVID-19 test result; however, individuals are not required to share their health

information with school administrators.

● School administrators will monitor their school population for known cases and/or

absenteeism due to illness. School administrators will notify AHS if there is a school-wide

absence rate of 10% or greater due to illness, or an unusual amount of individuals with

similar symptoms. In these circumstances, AHS may declare an outbreak and

recommend additional measures to reduce transmission, such as active health screening

with questionnaires, increased frequency of cleaning and disinfection, maintaining

cohorts, mask recommendations, and/or limiting group or extracurricular activities.

Self-Isolating
Isolation after testing positive for COVID-19 is still required. Cases of COVID-19 are required to

isolate for at least 10 days from when their symptoms started, or until their symptoms have

resolved, whichever is longer.

Anyone who has symptoms of COVID-19 should fill out the AHS Online Assessment Tool to

determine if they should be tested, and where they can get testing.
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Symptoms COVID-10
Test Result:

Management of Individual:

Symptomatic Positive Isolate for a minimum 10 days or until symptoms have improved
AND no fever for 24 hours, without the use of fever-reducing
medications, whichever is longer.

Negative Stay home until symptoms resolve.

Not tested Student: If symptoms include fever, cough, shortness of breath or
loss of sense of taste/smell: Isolate for a minimum for 10 days or
until symptoms have improved AND afebrile for 24 hours, without
the use of fever-reducing medications, whichever is longer.
Adult: If symptoms include fever, cough, shortness of breath, sore
throat or runny nose: Isolate for a minimum for 10 days or until
symptoms have improved AND afebrile for 24 hours, without the
use of fever-reducing medications, whichever is longer.

Student: If other symptoms (chills, sore throat/painful
swallowing, runny nose/congestion, feeling unwell/fatigued,
nausea/vomiting/diarrhea, unexplained loss of appetite,
muscle/joint aches, headache or conjunctivitis):

● ONE symptom: stay home, monitor for 24h. If improves,
return when well enough to go (testing not necessary).

● TWO symptoms OR ONE symptom that persists or
worsens: Stay home until symptom(s) resolve (testing
recommended but not required).

Adult: If other symptoms, stay home until symptoms resolve.

Asymptomatic Positive Isolate for a minimum of 10 days from the collection date of the
swab.

Negative No isolation required.

Source: Government of Alberta
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Alternate Programming Options
Virtual Learning
Aspen View Public Schools continues to offer a full range of courses for Grade 7-12 students

through the Centre for Alternative and Virtual Education (The CAVE). For more information,

please visit https://virtual.aspenview.org/ or contact Donna Wesley, CAVE Coordinator, at

780-675-7080 Ext. 05 or donna.wesley@aspenview.org

Outreach
Aspen View Public Schools continues to offer outreach education options for Grade 10-12

students for whom learning is better supported outside of the traditional school setting.

Outreach programs are provided through the Centre for Alternative and Virtual Education (The

CAVE) and the Vilna Off-Campus Achievement Academy (VOCAA). For more information, please

contact Donna Wesley, CAVE Coordinator, at 780-675-7080 Ext. 05 or

donna.wesley@aspenview.org

Homeschooling
Aspen View Public Schools continues to offer homeschooling options for students. For more

information, please contact Donna Wesley at the Centre for Alternative & Virtual Education (The

CAVE) at 780-675-7080 Ext. 05 or donna.wesley@aspenview.org or Dr. Karen Penney, Deputy

Superintendent, at 780-675-7080 Ext. 03 or karen.penney@aspenview.org

Online Learning
During the 2020-21 school year, Aspen View Public Schools provided a K-9 online learning

option, for families who had concerns about enrolling their children in face-to-face learning due

to the COVID-19 pandemic. In a March 2021 survey of Aspen View families, which received

close to 1,500 responses, less than 2.5% of respondents indicated a preference for online

learning in the 2021-22 school year. As a result, Aspen View Public Schools has discontinued its

online learning option.

If you have concerns about returning to in-person learning, Aspen View Public Schools will

host an online information session at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, August 24, 2021. If sufficient interest

is demonstrated, Aspen View Public Schools will investigate a modified online learning option;

or assist families in accessing external resources.

If you have any questions or would like more information about Alternate Programming

Options, please contact Donna Wesley at the Centre for Alternative & Virtual Education (The

CAVE) at 780-675-7080 Ext. 05 or donna.wesley@aspenview.org, or Dr. Karen Penney, Deputy

Superintendent, at 780-675-7080 Ext. 03 or karen.penney@aspenview.org
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Government of Alberta resources:
Alberta Education: 2021-22 School Year Plan

2021-22 Parent Guide

Guidance for Respiratory Illness Prevention and Management in Schools

Letter from the Chief Medical Officer of Health on returning to school for fall 2021

Alberta Health Daily Checklist
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